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Ohio Community Emergency Response Team 

Training Recognition Program 

 
The Ohio CERT Training Recognition Program has been established to recognize CERT volunteers that 

have dedicated additional time to learn more about how they can prepare themselves or assist during 

an emergency or disaster. 

CERT volunteers will be recognized at three levels as they complete their training:  Basic CERT, 

Intermediate CERT and Advanced CERT.  These levels must be completed in succession.  CERT volunteers 

that complete the Basic CERT Course will be recognized by receiving a certificate from the local 

jurisdiction that sponsored the course.  Those that complete the curriculum outlined for the 

Intermediate CERT will receive a certificate from the Ohio Emergency Management Agency.  CERT 

volunteers that complete the curriculum outlined for the Advanced CERT will receive a certificate from 

the Ohio Emergency Management Agency and an Ohio CERT Challenge Coin.  The CERT Training 

Recognition Program application must be processed through the CERT Program the volunteer is 

affiliated with. 

 

 

CERT – BASIC 

20 hour Basic CERT Course – certificate issued locally 

 

CERT – Intermediate 
Required Courses: 

 IS 100 – Introduction to Incident Command 

 IS 288 – Role of Volunteer Organizations in Emergency Management 

 IS 394 – Protecting Your Home or Small Business from Disaster 

 IS 700 – National Incident Management System 

 IS 909 – Community Preparedness 

 

Elective Courses: (must take a minimum of 5) 

 IS 5 – An Introduction to Hazardous Materials 

 IS 101 – Preparing for Federal Disaster Operations: FEMA  

 G 290 – Basic Public Information Officer 

 G 489 – Management of Spontaneous Volunteers in Disasters  

 IS 559 – Local Damage Assessment AND IS 772 – IA PDA Orientation 

 OH 605 – Individual Assistance (IA) Damage Assessment Workshop  

 IS 1160 – Damage Assessment Operations Training 

 First Aid (online-only courses not accepted, combination online / classroom accepted; American 

Red Cross, or other provider as determined by local CERT Coordinator) 
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 Wilderness First Aid (16-hour course, minimum) 

 Hazardous Materials Awareness (OSHA-compliant at Awareness Level or higher) 

 NASAR Introduction to Search and Rescue (SAR-Tech III or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 NASAR Fundamentals of Search and Rescue (SAR-Tech II or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 Psychological First Aid 

o National Child Traumatic Stress Network Psychological First Aid Online Courses 

o Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration approved courses  

 Shelter Operations/Management (American Red Cross or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 Weather Spotter/Skywarn (In-person Basic Skywarn spotter training through National Weather 

Service) 

 

 

CERT – Advanced 
Required Courses: 

 CERT Train-the-Trainer (G/E 428) or CERT Program Manager (G/E 427) 

 IS 101 – Preparing for Federal Disaster Operations: FEMA  

 IS 200 – ICS for Single Resources & Initial Action Incidents 

 IS 240 – Leadership and Influence 

 IS 241 – Decision Making and Problem Solving 

 IS 242 – Effective Communication 

 IS 244 – Developing and Managing Volunteers 

 IS 800 – National Response Framework, An Introduction  

 

Elective Courses: (must take a minimum of 5 – cannot repeat courses used for CERT – Intermediate) 

 IS 5 – An Introduction to Hazardous Materials  

 IS 120 – Introduction to Exercises 

 G or L 141 – Basic Instructional Skills 

 G 191 – Incident Command System/Emergency Operations Center Interface 

 G or IS 230 – Fundamentals of Emergency Management 

 AWR 232 – Mass Fatalities Planning & Response for Rural Communities (Rural Domestic 

Preparedness Consortium ~ RDPC) 

 G or IS 235 – Emergency Planning 

 IS 271 – Anticipating Hazardous Weather and Community Risk 

 G 290 – Basic Public Information Officer  

 MGT 323 – Instructor Development Workshop  

 G 361 – Flood Fight Operations 

 G 386 – Mass Fatalities Incident Management 

 G 489 – Management of Spontaneous Volunteers in Disasters  

 IS 559 – Local Damage Assessment AND IS 772 – IA PDA Orientation 

 OH 605 – Individual Assistance (IA) Damage Assessment Workshop  

 IS 703 – NIMS Resource Management 

 G 775 – EOC Management Operations 
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 Q 890 – Introduction to Emergency Response to Terrorism (US Fire Administration online 

course) 

 IS 1160 – Damage Assessment Operations Training 

 Advanced First Aid (online courses not accepted; courses 16hrs or more) 

 Wilderness First Aid (16hr course minimum) 

 CERT Animal Response Module I and II 

 NASAR Introduction to Search and Rescue (SAR-Tech III or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 NASAR Fundamentals of Search and Rescue (SAR-Tech III or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 Psychological First Aid 

o National Child Traumatic Stress Network Psychological First Aid Online Courses 

o Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration approved courses  

 Shelter Operations/Management (American Red Cross or equivalent as determined by local 

CERT Coordinator)  

 Advanced Spotter Training (In-person through National Weather Service) 

 

Courses starting with IS are FEMA Independent Study courses and can be found at 

http://training.fema.gov/IS/ 

Courses starting with G / L / AWR / MGT / OH are classroom based courses that are periodically 

available through the Ohio Emergency Management Agency or County Emergency Management 

Agencies.  Course information can be found at 

https://trainingcampus.dps.ohio.gov/cm/cm710/home.html 

The course Q 890 – Introduction to Emergency Response to Terrorism is offered by the US Fire 

Administration and is available at www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/nfaonline/browse/terrorism.shtm 

 

A number of courses on this list count towards FEMA’s Professional Development Series (PDS) and 

Advanced Professional Series (APS). 

For information on the PDS: https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/downloads/pds%20brochure.pdf  

For information on the APS:  https://training.fema.gov/programs/aps/  

 

Submission Information: 

The CERT Sponsoring Organization Point of Contact or local CERT Program Manager may mail the 

completed forms and the supporting documentation (copies of certificates) to: 

Ohio Emergency Management Agency | State CERT / Citizen Corps Coordinator 

2855 West Dublin-Granville Road | Columbus, OH  43235 

 

Or call Ohio EMA at 614.889.7150 for email of current State CERT Coordinator  

http://training.fema.gov/IS/
https://trainingcampus.dps.ohio.gov/cm/cm710/home.html
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/nfa/nfaonline/browse/terrorism.shtm
https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/downloads/pds%20brochure.pdf
https://training.fema.gov/programs/aps/

