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NFIP/CRS




The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) administers the Community Rating System (CRS). Under the CRS, flood insurance premiums for properties in participating communities are reduced to reflect the flood protection activities that are being implemented. 

A community receives a CRS classification based upon the credit points it receives for its activities. It can undertake any mix of activities that reduce flood losses through better mapping, regulations, public information, flood damage reduction and/or flood warning and preparedness programs. 

There are ten CRS classes: class 1 requires the most credit points and gives the largest premium reduction; class 10 receives no premium reduction (see table). A community that does not apply for the CRS or that does not obtain the minimum number of credit points is a class 10 community. 

Twenty-nine Illinois communities participate, including Bartlett (class 8), Hoffman Estates (class 7), and St. Charles (class 9).

Program incentive:  The CRS provides an incentive not just to start new programs, but to keep them going. If Kane County or a municipality were to join the CRS, there are two requirements that would “encourage” it to implement flood mitigation activities.

First, the community would receive CRS credit for this Plan when it is adopted. To retain that credit, though, the County must submit an evaluation report on progress toward implementing this Plan to FEMA by October 1 of each year. That report must be made available to the media and the public. 

Second, the community must annually recertify to FEMA that it is continuing to implement its CRS credited activities. Failure to maintain the same level of involvement in flood protection can result in a loss of CRS credit points and a resulting increase in flood insurance rates to residents. 

It is expected that this undesirable impact of loss of CRS credit for failure to report on the plan’s progress or for failure to implement flood loss reduction projects will be a strong encouragement for a Kane County community to continue implementing this Plan in dry years when there is less interest in flooding.

Kane County CRS Credit

The table on the next page identifies where Kane County and its municipalities can expect to receive CRS credit, based on the activities reviewed and recommended in this Plan. A community can improve one class for each 500 points. A range of points is shown where the score varies according to local conditions and the community’s level of effort. Points are approximate.

There are additional prerequisites for CRS participation (e.g., the community must be cleared by FEMA as being in full compliance with the requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program). There are also requirements for several of the activities. For example, credit for 320, reading Flood Insurance Rate Maps for inquirers, is dependent on the community publicizing the service.

The likely scores for Kane County municipalities range from 1,138 to 2,500. With at least 1,000 points, the County and most communities can be expected to enter the CRS as a Class 8. Depending on their level of activity, some communities could be as high as a Class 5. Class 5 is the best classification that has been received to date in the Midwest. 

Benefits of CRS participation

In addition to the direct financial reward for participating in the Community Rating System, there are many other reasons to participate in the CRS. As FEMA staff often say, “if you are only interested in saving premium dollars, you’re in the CRS for the wrong reason.” 

The other benefits that are more difficult to measure in dollars:

1. The activities credited by the CRS provide direct benefits to Kane County residents, including:

· Enhanced public safety;

· A reduction in damage to property and public infra​structure;

· Avoidance of economic disruption and losses;

· Reduction of human suffering; and 

· Protection of the environ​ment.

2. A community’s flood programs will be better organized and more formal. Ad hoc activities, such as inspecting for drainage problems, will be conducted on a sounder, more equitable basis. 

3. A community can evaluate the effectiveness of its flood program against a nationally recognized benchmark.

	
	Activity/Element
	Plan Section
	Points

	
	300 Series:  Public Information
	
	

	310
	Maintaining FEMA Elevation Certificates on new buildings
	
	56 – 100

	320
	Reading Flood Insurance Rate Maps for inquirers
	9.4
	140

	330
	Designing and distributing outreach projects
	9.1
	10 – 190

	
	Implementing the public information program strategy
	9.5
	100

	340
	Real estate disclosure laws and practices
	9.2
	10

	350
	References in the public library
	9.3
	20 – 30

	
	Flood protection information in the community’s website
	9.3
	10 – 36

	360
	Flood protection technical assistance
	9.4
	0 – 71

	
	400 Series:  Mapping and Regulations
	
	

	410
	Providing additional flood data or mapping to State standards
	
	200

	420
	Preserving open space in the floodplain
	4.5
	38 – 200

	430
	Higher standards for floodplain regulations
	4.6
	200 – 250

	
	Regulating mobile home parks
	4.2
	0 – 50

	
	Higher standards for new subdivisions 
	4.4
	0 – 25

	
	Adoption of the International series of building codes
	4.1
	0 – 50

	
	Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule (BCEGS) class
	4.1
	0 – 40

	
	Planning and zoning to preserve floodplain open space
	4.3
	0 – 100

	440
	Maintaining flood maps on a geographic information system (GIS)
	
	0 – 100

	
	Maintaining elevation reference marks and old flood maps
	
	0 – 50

	450
	Retention and detention requirements for new developments
	4.6
	50 – 95

	
	Erosion and sediment control requirements for new developments
	4.6
	30

	
	Best management practices and water quality regulations
	4.6
	25

	
	500 Series:  Flood Damage Reduction
	
	

	510
	Floodplain management or natural hazards mitigation plan
	1.1
	200

	520
	Acquiring and relocating 20 buildings
	5.1
	0 – 100

	530
	Retrofitting or otherwise protecting 20 buildings
	5.2, 8
	0 – 84 

	540
	Formal drainage system maintenance program
	8.6
	0 – 250

	
	600 Series:  Flood Preparedness
	
	

	610
	Flood warning and response program, Fox River
	7.1 – 7.4
	0 – 140

	
	Flood warning and response program, other streams
	7.1 – 7.4
	0 – 140

	630
	Levee safety program
	
	0

	630
	State dam safety program
	
	59

	
	Dam failure emergency response plan
	
	0 – 100


4. Technical assistance in designing and implementing a number of activities is available at no charge from the Insurance Services Office.

5. A community would have an added incentive to maintain its flood programs over the years. The fact that its CRS status could be affected by the elimination of a flood-related activity or a weakening of the regulatory requirements for new developments would be taken into account by the governing board when considering such actions. 

6. The public information activities will build a knowledgeable constituency interested in supporting and improving flood protection measures.

7. Every time residents pay their insurance premiums, they are reminded that the community is working to protect them from flood losses, even during dry years.

More information on the Community Rating System can be found at 

www.fema.gov/nfip/crs.shtm




























Community Rating System 


Premium Reductions





                      Premium Reduction 


                                        In          Outside


Class       Points      Floodplain Floodplain


   1 	4,500+	45%	10%


   2 	4,000–4,499	40%	10%


   3 	3,500–3,999 	35%	10%


   4 	3,000–3,499	30%	10%


   5 	2,500–2,999	25%	10%


   6 	2,000–2,499	20%	10%


   7 	1,500–1,999	15%	  5%


   8 	1,000–1,499	10%	  5%


   9 	   500–   999	  5%	  5%


 10	    0   –   499	  0 	  0
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