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The Ohio Emergency Management Agency Mitigation Branch administers five     

mitigation grant programs and a mitigation planning program.  The five mitigation grant 

programs are referred to collectively as the Unified Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) grant 

programs and include: the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), Flood Mitigation 

Assistance (FMA), Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM), Repetitive Flood Claims (RFC) and the 

Severe Repetitive Loss (SRL) program.  The HMGP is made available only after a Presidential 

disaster declaration; the other four mitigation grant programs have annual application cycles.  

The current HMA fact sheet that is part of this tab contains information on cost sharing, eligible 

activities, and general program requirements.  In general, any proposed activity must be cost 

effective, technically feasible, and meet environmental and historic preservation requirements.  

Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch staff is available to provide technical assistance on project 

development and implementation. 

 

Hazard mitigation plans are the foundation of a community’s long term strategy to reduce 

risk to people and property from natural hazards and their effects.  The mitigation planning 

process requires that communities identify the hazards that are present, analyze the risk to 

people, property and infrastructure, and develop actions that can be implemented to reduce risk.  

State and local governments are required to develop natural hazard mitigation plans in order to 

receive certain types of disaster assistance.  Local natural hazard mitigation plans must be 

updated at least every five years, approved by FEMA, and adopted locally in order to be eligible 

for HMA grants.  In Ohio, most communities are part of a countywide natural hazard mitigation 

plan.  Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch staff is available to provide technical assistance on 

mitigation planning. 

 

The purpose of this document is to provide information on the sequence of events that 

will occur following Presidential disaster declaration.  Therefore, only HMGP will be discussed 

in detail since local officials must take actions after a declaration to participate in the HMGP. 

 

HMGP Application Overview 

After a Presidential disaster declaration, mitigation briefings will be scheduled generally 

from two to four weeks after the declaration.  Briefings are usually coordinated through the 

county emergency management office.  Examples of local officials that should be invited to this 

briefing include: county and municipal floodplain administrators, planners, community 

development officials, etc.  After the briefing, attendees will be given a short period of time to 

prepare and submit an HMGP pre-application (see attached sample).  Pre-applications are 

normally due to Ohio EMA within 60-days of the disaster declaration. 

 

The State Hazard Mitigation Team (SHMT) will convene to review the pre-applications 

and identify which pre-applicants should develop full project applications.  Criteria that the 

SHMT evaluates includes: project eligibility and effectiveness, local mitigation plan status, NFIP 

participation status.  After a full application has been developed, the SHMT will convene again 

to prioritize project applications, based upon established criteria, and determine which projects 

should be forwarded to FEMA for approval.  All projects funded under HMGP must be cost 

effective and meet environmental and historic preservation requirements.  After FEMA approval, 

the project is implemented.  The total time from disaster declaration until project completion can 

range from 2 to 4 years.
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STATE OF OHIO 
OHIO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Pre-Application Form 
    Section 404-Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

FEMA-DR-XXXX-OH 
 

 
 

1. NAME OF APPLICANT:___________________________________COUNTY:________________________ 

 
2. PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON:_____________________________________________________________ 

 TITLE:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ZIP:_______________ PHONE:_____________________________FAX::____________________________ 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. ALTERNATE CONTACT PERSON:___________________________________________________________ 

 TITLE:__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ADDRESS:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 ZIP:__________________ PHONE:__________________________FAX::____________________________ 

 E-MAIL ADDRESS:________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. LOCATION OF PROJECT:  (Road or street address, geographic landmarks, legal description, etc.  Include 

legible maps/drawings of the location.  Provide a map showing the range and section for the project area.) 
 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

5. IS PROJECT LOCATED IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN?           ________ Yes           ________ No 
 (If yes, attach a map with the location) 
 DATE OF FLOOD MAP:_______________________________ 
 
 
6. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT:  (INCLUDE APPROXIMATE  DATE OF CONSTRUCTION FOR 

STRUCTURES IN ACQUISITION/ELEVATION PROJECTS)  
  
 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PROBLEM: 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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              (continued on back) 

 

8. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DAMAGES AND THE REDUCTION IN FUTURE DAMAGES (include damages to  
 improved property, infrastructure, public safety costs, economic impact, etc.): 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. FREQUENCY THAT DAMAGES OCCUR (Number of times or the years that the event has occurred causing 

damages, etc.): 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

10. HOW DOES THE PROPOSED PROJECT ELIMINATE OR REDUCE FUTURE DAMAGES?  ALSO INCLUDE 
FUTURE LAND USE PLANS: 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

11. LIST STRUCTURES WITH FLOOD INSURANCE COVERAGE:  

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM  (List at least two): 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
13. TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF THE PROJECT: MANDATORY 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
14. SOURCE OF FUNDING FOR APPLICANT SHARE (25% Non-Federal): MANDATORY 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTACH ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION THAT IS PERTINENT TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT AND WILL 
SUPPORT THE APPLICATION. 
 
RETURN COMPLETED PRE-APPLICATION FORM BY [DATE] TO: 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY, MITIGATION BRANCH 

2855 WEST DUBLIN-GRANVILLE ROAD 
COLUMBUS, OH  43235
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