The following email message was sent out by Ohio EMA to the retail businesses concerning the
increased need for electric space heaters:

Partners,

Due to the extreme cold weather & supply chain issues propane suppliers and distributors are short on
supplies around the State of Ohio. This may cause rationing of the product and could cause hardship for
the many Ohioans who heat their homes with propane gas, as well as use it for cooking and agricultural
applications. The Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA) is working with county and federal
partners, as well as the propane industry in efforts to alleviate the situation.

We anticipate the propane shortage could cause citizens to purchase electric space heaters at a
potentially higher than normal rate for this time of year.

We at Ohio EMA do not know to what extent a “run” on these types of portable heating devices will or
has already occurred but wanted to send a message to all of you, as retail industry partners in the Ohio
Public Private Partnership so your Ohio locations can be ready for this anticipated additional demand on
portable space heaters.

We realize there is already a higher than normal demand across the nation for heaters due to the cold
weather; however, it is our goal to share vital information such as this between the public and private
sector to provide a safer Ohio for all our citizens.

Please reach out to your local retailers as you feel necessary based on the information we have provided
at this time.
If we have more specific and updated information we will let you all know as soon as possible.

You can stay apprised of the Ohio EMA Daily Situation Assessment Reports on our webpage for the Ohio
Public Private Partnership @
http://ema.ohio.gov/PublicPrivatePartnership.aspx

-Ohio Emergency Management Agency



