Ohio Response System

Verification of Swiftwater/Flood Rescue

Response Teams Resource Typing

The Ohio Water Rescue Technical Advisory Committee (WR-TAC) has developed a plan for the development, identification, and verification of Swiftwater Response Teams who would be able to provide assistance when the impact of an event exceeds the local resources.  The response of Swiftwater Response Teams would supplement a local jurisdiction or region, and operate under their command and within their established unified command structure as defined by the National Incident Management System (NIMS).

The WR-TAC has developed team typing requirements based on the NIMS Swiftwater/Flood Search and Dive Rescue Team Typing model.  The requirements establish team typing based on equipment resources and trained personnel, in order to establish team capabilities.  It is a starting point for team typing in Ohio and it is expected that the WR-TAC will continue to develop, modify, and refine the matrix as we move forward.

Representatives from each region have attempted to identify each organized public safety Water Rescue team within the state.  Teams were contacted and asked to complete a survey in order to assess their current equipment resources and capabilities.  The next step is to verify these resources and capabilities actually exist.

In order to verify the established resources available for regional, statewide and national response, the following system of verification is established:

1. When an organized public safety Water Rescue Team wishes to be considered for the inclusion in the Ohio Response System they shall request an application from the Ohio EMA Operations Division.  The completed application will then be sent to the Ohio EMA Operations Division.  The Ohio Water Rescue TAC Chairman shall be notified and the application forwarded to the Site Verification Committee Chair.

2. The team applying shall indicate the level of typing they believe they qualify for.  The application shall provide for self-evaluation and includes information from the applicant such as a description of the team’s capabilities, inventory of equipment, team dispatch procedures, organizational structure and training.  The Chief Executive Officer of the team shall certify that the team meets the requirements as applied for.

3. The Site Verification Committee Chair (or designee) will assign a site visit team who will schedule the visit with the proposed team, usually within sixty (60) days.  The site visit is to verify the information in the application, including the existence and response of their equipment, and determine whether the team meets the criteria for the team type being considered.

4. The site visit team will consist of a three (3) evaluators.  Evaluators can be any combination of the following: an Ohio EMA field Liaison, an active member of the WR-TAC, the Water Rescue Regional Coordinator or alternate, an Ohio Division of Watercraft Officer, an Ohio Swiftwater Rescue Instructor or a knowledgeable Swiftwater Rescue Technician from the region, none of whom shall be from the team being evaluated.  The assigned team leader will coordinate the scheduling of the site visit with the applicant and the evaluators.

5. The site visit team will submit their findings to the WR-TAC Chairman and the Site Verification Committee Chair on the approved form.  The form shall indicate verification and/or deficiencies.  The applicant shall have thirty (30) days to resolve any deficiencies and will be re-evaluated on just them.  Failure to resolve within thirty (30) days (or a reasonable extension granted by the site visit team with the approval of the WR-TAC Chair) will require reapplication and re-verification. If all deficiencies are resolved and verified within the thirty days, the results shall be presented at the next WR-TAC meeting for final approval by the committee. The final approval of verification shall be by a simple majority of the WR-TAC members present.

6. The following descriptions give some idea of the general capabilities which were considered when the specific team typing requirements were developed.  These descriptions do not replace, limit or expand the specific team typing requirements in the Team Typing matrix which is used to verify each team.

a. Type 1 – An organized public safety Swiftwater/Flood Response Team will consist of a Task Force Leader, a Safety Officer and fourteen (14) members trained to the Swiftwater technician level and meet the specific WR-TAC criteria for being a certified as a Type 1 team.  These teams would be expected to be capable of managing search operations, power vessel operations, helicopter operations, HazMat, animal rescue, ALS, communications, logistics, in-water contact rescues, dive rescue and technical rope systems.
b. Type 2 - An organized public safety Swiftwater/Flood Response Team with at least six (6) members trained to the Swiftwater technician level and meets the specific WR-TAC criteria for being a certified as a Type 2 team.  These teams would be expected to be capable of managing search operations, power vessel operations, helicopter operations, HazMat, animal rescue, BLS, in-water contact rescues, dive rescue and technical rope systems.
c. Type 3 - An organized public safety Swiftwater/Flood Response Team with at least four (4) members trained to the Swiftwater technician level and meets the specific WR-TAC criteria for being a certified as a Type 3 team.  These teams would be expected to be capable of assist in search operations, non-powered boat operations, HazMat, animal rescue, BLS, in-water contact rescues and dive rescue.
d. Type 4 - An organized public safety Swiftwater/Flood Response Team with at least three (3) members trained to the Swiftwater technician level and meets the specific WR-TAC criteria for being a certified as a Type 4 team.  These teams would be expected to be capable of assist in low-risk operations, land based operations, HazMat and BLS.
e. Boat Team - An organized public safety Boat Team with at least three (3) members trained to the Power Boat operations level and meets the specific WR-TAC criteria for being a certified as a Boat team.  These teams would be expected to be capable of assist in low-risk operations, calm water operations, HazMat and BLS.
Please submit application paperwork for verification to:


WIMS Branch Chief


Ohio Emergency Management Agency



2855 West Dublin-Granville Road



Columbus, Ohio 43235-2206



(614) 799-3692


jwdwertman@dps.state.oh.us
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