
How Clark County , Ohio built 
our Functional Needs Committee 

and Communication Network 



Starts with Core Partners, Oct 2011 

• Clark County Emergency Management 
• Clark County Combined Health District 
• Clark & Champaign County American Red 

Cross 
 



Goals 

• Integrate Functional Needs into all of our plans 
(which is ongoing) 

• Be able to better address Functional Needs 
individuals in the Emergency Shelter 
Environment 

• Create a Functional Needs Communication 
Network 



Initial Steps We Took 

• Developed questionnaire 
• Met with various local Functional Needs groups: 

– National Federation of the Blind (NFB) 
– Community Services for the Deaf (CSD) 
– Developmental Disabilities 
– United Senior Services   
– Mental Health Services 



Further Development 

• Built relationship 
– They were excited that we thought of them… 

• Then started building committee 
– Caught on quickly and expanded rapidly 
– We continue to expand today 
 

• Attend one of their meetings once a year 



Attend Meetings / Functions 

 

CSD Picnic 

NFB distributing 72 hour kits paid for 
by Springfield  Foundation grant 



Clark FN Committee Meetings 
• Approximately 25 agencies / organizations 

involved, some with multiple representatives 



 



Full Scale Shelter Exercise, Aug 2012 

 

Used individuals with real Functional 
Needs, not actors 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note * & **



Wheelchair Bound  
& Medical Device Users 

 



Non-English, Deaf, Blind  

 

Blind, including their 
service animals 

Used interpreters 
 – ASL & Spanish 

Everyone learned a lot! 



Great Resource We Found Later… 

 



 



Thank You! 

Ken Johnson 
Deputy Director/Planner 

Clark County EMA 
kjohnson@clarkcountyohio.gov 

Office:  937-521-2178 
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