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1.4 PLAN INTEGRATION WITH OTHER INITIATIVES 

The 44 CFR 201.4(b)(1) indicates the state’s mitigation plan must be integrated to 
the extent possible with 1) ongoing state and/or regional planning efforts, 2) FEMA 
mitigation programs, and 3) other initiatives that provide guidance to state and 
regional agencies.  This is optional for a standard SHMP and is required in an 
enhanced SHMP.   

Plan/program integration is both vertical and horizontal.  Vertical integration are 
actions to integrate at the local level and the national level.  Horizontal integration 
are actions to integrate among different entities at the state level.  The list below 
identifies the many ways the State of Ohio’s mitigation plan and programs are 
integrated. 

PROJECT / PROGRAM / 

AGENCY 

INTEGRATED HOW? 

STATE / REGIONAL / LOCAL PLANNING EFFORTS 

Local Hazard Mitigation 
Planning 

Local entities are encouraged to review SHMP; state mitigation planner reviews all 
local plans for consistency with state plan and federal planning requirements.  
Local plan data reviewed and integrated into state plan. Ongoing. 

Silver Jackets / USACE Utilizing USACE Planning Assistance to States program, Silver Jackets is a pilot 
project/program that began in 2006.  USACE provides expertise and resources to 
develop comprehensive local flood mitigation strategy.  Data can be formulated 
into structural USACE plan, non-structural mitigation alternatives, or put into local 
mitigation plan.  Various members of the SHMT participate in this project. 2006-
ongoing. 

Local Flood Plain 
Management Plans / 
USACE 

Local FPM plan required whenever a community requests a USACE Feasibility 
Study for a flood control project.  State and local mitigation officials work to ensure 
state and local plan goals are followed.  Also, state and local mitigation plan is 
good source for data.   

Southern Ohio 
Watershed Study / 
Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) 

ARC is doing a study to provide coordination assistance to five Appalachian 
counties and develop watershed plans to address a variety of challenges such as 
flooding, storm water, ecosystem degradation, etc.  Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch 
and Ohio DNR – Floodplain Management Program providing local and state data 
including data from LHMP and SHMP. 2007-ongoing. 

Strategic Plan Update / 
Ohio Water Resource 
Council 

Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch participated in strategic plan update in 2006-07.  Plan 
includes water hazards section that is consistent with SHMP, goals, and 
objectives.  See website:  
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/owrc/hazards/tabid/15359/Default.aspx.  Complete. 

Strategic Plan Update / 
Ohio Water Science 
Center 

The USGS’s Ohio Water Science Center has requested Ohio EMA Mitigation 
Branch to participate in the update of its strategic plan to ensure consistency with 
SHMP goals.  Beginning May 2008. 

Strategic Plan Update / 
Ohio Homeland Security 

Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch participated in development of Ohio Homeland 
Security strategic plan – ensured that plan was consistent with State of Ohio 
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Complete March 2008. 
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PROJECT / PROGRAM / 

AGENCY 

INTEGRATED HOW? 

Strategic Plan Update / 
Ohio EMA 

The Ohio EMA updates its strategic plan on an annual basis.  Different branches, 
including the Mitigation Branch, formulate branch strategic goals and objectives.  
Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch strategic plan partially based on actions in SHMP. 

  

STATE / FEDERAL MITIGATION PROGRAMS 

CDBG & HUD 
Supplemental Funds / 
ODOD 

The Ohio Department of Development, ODOD works both independently and with 
Ohio’s mitigation programs to provide funding for non-structural mitigation projects 
in communities with populations of low and moderate income individuals.  Such 
funds may match FEMA mitigation programs or may be independent of them.  
Program staff are members of the SHMT. 

NFIP & State Floodplain 
Management Program / 
ODNR–DOW 

Floodplain Management 
Program 

State coordinating entity for the National Flood Insurance Program as well as state 
floodplain management office.  Coordinates closely with Ohio EMA Mitigation 
Branch, and participates on the SHMT.  Participates extensively on SHMP 
updates. Works with Ohio EMA during events and post-flood issues – coordinates 
education and outreach for community floodplain administrators. 

 

Staff from ODNR and OHIO EMA collaborated to create the Ohio Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Planning Guidebook. This document was developed to provide 
mitigation planning guidance to communities participating in the Appalachian Flood 
Risk Reduction Initiative (AFRRI) – which preceded large scale mitigation planning 
projects available through FEMA.  As a result of AFRRI, 41 jurisdictions are 
covered by natural hazard mitigation plans. Information from the plans was utilized 
in the SHMP and will continually be updated as more plans are approved 

 

The Floodplain Management Program is also the administrator of the FEMA Map 
Modernization Program. 

Ohio Dam Safety 
Program / ODNR–

DOW, Dam Safety 
Program 

The Dam Safety Program has statutory authority for permitting monitoring dams, 
levees in Ohio.  The DSP provides data for the state plan HIRA.   

Ohio Building Code  / 
ODC, OBOA 

The Ohio Department of Commerce and the Ohio Building Officials Association 
work on state building codes and issues related to hazards in Ohio.  The Ohio 
Building Code includes provisions for flood hazards and the ODNR – Floodplain 
Management Program coordinates closely with them to ensure the OBC meets 
federal requirements.  The state has utilized information provided in the “Flood 
Resistant Construction” section of the OBBC to outline expectations of the local 
jurisdictions, post-disaster, to help them achieve the flood reduction goals. 

Ohio Mine Subsidence 
Insurance / OMSIUA 

Underground mines, some of which have been abandoned for years, can be found 
in many parts of the state, particularly eastern Ohio. When buildings are 
constructed above mines, major damage to walls and foundations can occur if the 
mine collapses. The Ohio Legislature authorized the establishment of the Ohio 
Mine Subsidence Insurance Underwriting Association (OMSIUA), the Mine 
Subsidence Governing Board and the Mine Subsidence Insurance Fund in 1985.  
Ohio Mine Subsidence Insurance is a regional mitigation tool. 
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PROJECT / PROGRAM / 

AGENCY 

INTEGRATED HOW? 

Firewise / ODNR – Div. 
of Forestry 

The ODNR – Division of Forestry administers the Firewise program which is a 
multi-organizational initiative designed to include not only fire safety professionals, 
but also homeowners, community leaders, planners, developers, and others in 
localized efforts to lessen the risk of interface wildfires.   

 

The ultimate goal of this program is to reduce the susceptibility of homes, 
communities, and structures to wildfire through cooperative education and 
mitigation techniques.  The Division of Forestry contributed to the wildfire portion of 
the HIRA. 

Unified Hazard Mitigation 
Programs (HMGP, FMA, 
RFC, SRL, PDM) / FEMA 

FEMA’s hazard mitigation program closely coordinated with and consistent with 
SHMP.  FEMA sits on the SHMT.   Ohio EMA utilizes FEMA repetitive loss lists to 
identify projects for funding under the FMA, RFC and SRL programs. 

 

The Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch manages these five programs.  These programs 
provide a significant portion of the mitigation funding resources to implement 
mitigation activities.  Funding from the PDM and HMGP programs are used as 
funds to assist the State of Ohio and local governments in developing and 
updating their hazard mitigation plans.    

Disaster Resistant 
University / FEMA 

The University of Akron was one of the few recipients of the DRU grant provided 
by FEMA.  The DRU project was coordinated by Ohio EMA.  

Structural Flood Control 
and Non-Structural 
Authorities / USACE 

USACE sits on the SHMT which is the primary vehicle for program/plan 
coordination.  Also, USACE participates in state plan update and FEMA’s 
competitive PDM review panels. 

Flood Gauging & 
Warning / USGS 

The USGS’s Ohio Water Science Center assists local entities by entering into 
cooperative agreements for stream gauging and warning system development.  
These mitigation activities are identified in numerous local mitigation plans and 
factor into the state mitigation strategy.  The USGS also attends the SHMT 
meetings and assist the Ohio EMA Mitigation Branch with data development for 
benefit cost analyses.  Finally the USGS also produces reports on significant flood 
events in cooperation with Ohio DNR and Ohio EMA.    

  

OTHER INITIATIVES 

EMAP Accreditation  Emergency Management Accreditation Program (EMAP) is a standard-based 
voluntary assessment and accreditation process for state and local government.  
In 2008, Ohio EMA is seeking EMAP Accreditation and for requirements pertaining 
to a state mitigation program, the SHMP will be the basis for much of the 
information. 

 


