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Damage Characteristics 

Downburst: 
 Damaged items laying in one direction 
 Damage is diverging 
 Some items may be twisted! 
 Damage tends to be “patchy” but  damage 
paths may exist 

 Tornado: 
Damage is laying in multi-directions 
Damage is converging along a line 
Items are tossed and thrown 
(Projectiles) 
Distinct path 

 



Tornado  

Converging Path Stripped Branches 

Multi-Direction Projectiles 

Debris Lifted in High Objects a Distance Away Visual Sighting 
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Debris carried 
“Considerable” distance 

Debris Splatter (Multiple sides) 

Debris Splatter (Multiple sides) 



Downburst 
Downburst!

Objects “Twist” in any wind 
but it doesn’t mean a tornado 

Divergent Pattern 

Trees blown over and snapped Blown over and uprooted 
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 Damage Summary 

Downburst  Tornado  

Damage is blended Damage is blown over 
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NWS Tornado Survey Online 

NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit 
http://54.243.139.84/StormDamage/DamageViewer/ 
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NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit 

Tools Date 
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Damage Assessment Toolkit 
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Damage Assessment Toolkit 
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 www.noaa.gov/wrn 
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What organizations can be a part of 
and contribute toward building a 
Weather-Ready Nation? 

All levels of government 
Weather, Water, Climate Enterprise 
Academia 
Businesses & non-profits 

Formal recognition of organizations 
that work with NOAA toward building 
a Weather-Ready Nation 

Promote WRN messages and themes 
Engage with NOAA on potential collaborations 
Share success stories 
Serve as an “Example” 

 
 

Strengthening Partnerships 
WRN Ambassador Initiative 

Visit: www.noaa.gov/wrn 
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Strengthening Partnerships 
WRN Ambassador Initiative 

www.noaa.gov/wrn 

WRN Ambassador  
Information and Application  

http://www.noaa.gov/wrn
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Decision Support Services 

• Emails 
• Webinars 
• Conference Calls 
 

Improve community emergency preparedness 
and response   

Build a Weather-Ready Nation 
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Questions? 


	Ohio EMA Directors Conference 2014
	Damage Characteristics
	Tornado 
	Tornado 
	Downburst
	 Damage Summary
	NWS Tornado Survey Online
	NWS Damage Assessment Toolkit
	Damage Assessment Toolkit
	Damage Assessment Toolkit
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Decision Support Services
	Slide Number 15

